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Budget and Tax Rate Summaries

Cold Spring Philipstown Haldane Putnam

Population 
(2000 census)

1,983 TW*: 9,422
TOV*: 6,874

95,745

Total 
assessed 
value

$147,535,464 (2008) TW: $998,493,752 (2008)
TOV: $813,883,257 (2008)

Assessed values in 
different towns 
are not directly 
comparable

Total budget $1,641,143 
(6/08 – 5/09)

$19,926,258 
(7/08 – 6/09)

$121,607,141 
(1/09 – 12/09)

Revenue 
from taxes

$1,334,797 $16,438,083 $24,850,093 from 
property taxes
$51.6 million from 
sales taxes

Tax rate per 
$1,000 (2008)

$9.56 
(includes $0.49 for 
Firemen's Service Award)

TW: $1.59859
TOV: $4.73539 plus fire 
coverage by district

$31.66
(Garrison: $17.97)

STAR B exempts first 
$30,490

Middle Class STAR 
rebate (2007): 
$578 (income <$120K)
$434 ($120-175K)
$289 ($175-250K)

$4.68 (2008)

Total cost to 
resident with 
$250,000 
assessed 
value (2008)

Village: $2,390
Town: $400
Fire: Included
Trash: Included
School: $6,950-$578 (est.)
County: $1,170
---------------
Total: $10,332

Village: N/A
Town: $1,184 (TW+TOV)
Fire: $498 (N. Highlands)
Trash: $432 (typical)
School: $6,950-$578 (est.)
County: $1,170
---------------
Total: $9,656

Not applicable Not applicable

* TW = Town Wide; TOV = Town Outside Villages
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Government Structure

Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Government 
structure

Mayor plus Board of Trustees 
(four trustees)
Each serve 2-year terms

Supervisor plus Town 
Council (four members)
Each serve ??-year terms

County Executive plus County 
Legislature (nine legislators)

Remuneration Mayor: $9,121 + $1,041*
Deputy Mayor: $6,000 + $2,082*
Trustees: $6,000 + $1,041*

Supervisor: $25,000 (2008)
Deputy Supervisor: $19,500
Councilperson: $17,000

County Exec: $148,635 (2009)
Legislators: $35,136

* Additional payment received for committee chairmanship, although unclear whether these are functioning 
committees
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Police Protection

Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Police coverage Village police department of 
part-time officers provides 
coverage 24 hours per day

No local police department
Sheriff maintains substation 
in Philipstown town hall 
and usually has at least two 
patrol cars in western 
Putnam 24 hours per day
Cold Spring Police 
Department responds to 
some emergency calls in 
town outside village

Sheriff's Department provides 
different levels of coverage 
across the county (see table 
below)

Associated costs Approx. $289K in direct costs 
(2008 budget)
Also indirect costs including 
office space, shared services, 
vehicle parking space, etc.

None
Contracted with Sheriff 
during 2008 to provide 
special traffic patrol during 
morning rush hour ($42K) 
but eliminated for 2009 

Total budget (2009) not 
including jails: $13,076,460

Comparison of Towns and Villages in Putnam County

Town/Village (Population) Police Coverage

Carmel (33,006) Local police department

Kent (14,009) Local police department with 21 full-time officers

Patterson (11,306) No local police department
Sheriff, State Police, and MTA Police provide coverage

Philipstown (9,422) No local police department
Sheriff provides coverage (see table above)

Putnam Valley (10,686) Local police department eliminated in 1998
Sheriff maintains a substation and five deputies to provide one patrol 24 
hours per day (no cost to town)

Southeast (17,316) No local police department
Contract with Sheriff to provide surveillance of town facilities from 8pm -
4am ($60K in 2008)

Brewster (2,162) Local police department (14 part-time officers) covers 6am - midnight
Sheriff and State Police cover midnight - 6am (no cost to village)

Cold Spring (1,983) Local police department provide 24 hour coverage

Nelsonville (565) No local police dept; same coverage as Philipstown (see table above)
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Other Emergency Services

Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Fire protection Cold Spring Fire Company 
operates under charter with 
village
Details of the charter???

By fire district - four 
within the town (see 
below)

None

Fire coverage 
funding

Village provides building
Village taxes cover fire 
company expenses ($37K per 
year) plus Firemen's Service 
Award ($50K per year)

Separate line on town 
(TOV) tax bill by district:
Continental Village:
$246K ($1.76 per $1,000)
Cold Spring: 
$41K ($1.06 per $1,000)
Garrison: 
$716K ($1.91 per $1,000)
N. Highlands: 
$555K ($1.99 per $1,000)

None

Ambulance 
services

Covered by Philipstown 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps

Covered by Philipstown 
and Garrison Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps

None

Ambulance 
funding

Town wide taxes -> Town wide taxes: $325K None
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Water and Sewer Services

Cold Spring Nelsonville Philipstown Putnam

Drinking 
water

Village Water 
Department provides 
drinking water to all 
residents

Most Nelsonville residents 
receive drinking water 
from Cold Spring water 
supply

Garrison Landing Water 
District

Continental Village Water 
District

A few non-village residents 
receive water from Cold 
Spring; remaining residents 
have private wells

None

Water 
funding

User fee collected by 
village

User fee collected by Cold 
Spring

Non-village residents 
receiving water pay user fee

None 

Sewer Village Sewer Department 
provides sewer services 
to most residents

Most residents have 
private septic systems

Cold Spring wastewater 
treatment facility sized to 
handle Nelsonville as well 

Non-village residents have 
private septic systems

None

Sewer 
funding

User fee collected by 
village

None
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Highway Department Services

Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Garbage 
pickup

Village Highway Department 
collects trash and recyclables
Royal hauls recyclables to 
Hudson Baylor
Funding: Village taxes

No town garbage collection 
provided; non-village residents 
contract privately with Royal 
($36 per month typical) or 
make own arrangements
Town covers costs associated 
with landfill cleanup, well 
testing around landfill, and 
landfill services through TOV 
taxes ($55K)

Provides $7,500 toward 
weekend trash collection (in 
dispute)

Street 
maintenance

Village Highway Department 
cleans, repairs, and resurfaces 
village streets (6.9 miles total)
Funding: Village taxes

Town Highway Department 
maintains non-village streets 
(60 miles total?)
Funding: TOV taxes ($2.535M 
for 2008, including snow 
removal)

Snow removal Village Highway Department 
clears village streets
Village stores county salt in 
exchange for free salt
Funding: Village taxes

Town Highway Department 
clears non-village streets
Funding: TOV taxes (see street 
maintenance)

Stormwater 
management

Village Highway Department 
maintains village storm drain 
system
No stormwater management 
program and none currently 
required
Funding: Village taxes

Town Highway Department 
maintains village storm drain 
system
Philipstown has implemented 
a stormwater management 
program as required by state
Funding: TOV taxes (see street 
maintenance)

Municipal fuel 
supply

Village departments have 
keyed access to gas pump at 
Highway Department facility 
on Fair Street
Funding: Village taxes (by 
department)

Gas pump at Highway 
Department on Fishkill Road
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Other Services

Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Justice court Handles criminal, vehicle, 
traffic, parking, and small 
claims within the village
Funded by village taxes 
($50K)

Handles civil, criminal, zoning, 
and vehicle/traffic violations 
within the town
Funded by TW taxes ($93K)

Recreation 
facilities

Mayor's Park
McConville Park
Cold Spring Boat Club
Dockside? (in negotiations 
with State) 

Philipstown Recreation 
Department provides 
programs and facilities at 
Philipstown Playing Fields and
Glynwood Recreation Center
Funded by TW taxes ($953K 
less $524K in revenues)

Cemeteries

Property 
assessment

Provided by Philipstown 
Board of Assessors through 
town (TW) taxes

Board of Assessors evaluates 
properties for taxation 
purposes town-wide; assessor 
is elected
Funded by TW taxes ($102K)

Inspection/code 
enforcement

One part-time building 
inspector and one part-time 
assistant; one part-time fire 
inspector
Funded by village taxes 
($12K)

Code Administrator plus staff 
responsible for enforcing 
building, fire, and zoning 
codes within the town
Funded by TOV taxes ($134K) 

Zoning Village Zoning Board 
(members appointed for 5 
years)
Funded by Village taxes

Zoning Board covers TOV
Funded by TOV taxes ($43K)

Planning Village Planning Board 
(members appointed for 5 
years)
Funded by Village taxes

Planning Board plus Planning 
Consultant covers TOV
Funded by TOV taxes ($157K)
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Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Conservation No village services
Not covered by town 
Conservation Advisory 
Council or Wetlands Inspector

Conservation Advisory 
Council plus Wetlands 
Inspector (responsible for 
ensuring wetlands protection 
laws are upheld)
Funded by TOV taxes ($26K)

Health services No village services No town services

Transportation Limited trolley service during 
summer
Cold Spring station provides 
Metro North train service

Garrison and Cold Spring 
stations provide Metro North 
train service

Pays for Cold Spring trolley 
service during summer

Senior services No village services "Programs for Aging"
Senior outreach coordinator
Funded by TW taxes ($24K)

Tax collection Village Treasurer collects 
village taxes

Town Tax Collector collects 
town taxes
Funded by TW taxes ($27K)

Legal services Village attorney acts as legal 
advisor to the village boards 
and represents the town in 
legal disputes
Funded by Village taxes 
($45K)

Town attorney acts as legal 
advisor to the town's boards 
and represents the town in 
legal disputes
Funded by TW taxes ($125K)

Administrative 
functions

Village Clerk (full-time 
employee) is responsible for 
day-to-day administration, 
issues licenses and permits, 
records birth and death 
certificates, website 
maintenance, comprehensive 
plan services
Funded by Village taxes 
($52K)

Town Clerk is registrar and 
tax collector, and issues 
marriage/birth/death 
certificates
Funded by TW taxes

Auditing Outside auditor conducts 
annual review of village 
records
Funded by Village taxes 
($10K)

Website Yes Yes Yes
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Cold Spring Philipstown Putnam

Public meeting 
facilities

Village hall, firehouse, VFW 
building

Town hall, VFW building

Elections

Library Butterfield Library
Funded by separate line on 
town (TW) taxes

Butterfield Library and Fish 
Library
Funded by separate line on 
TW taxes:
Butterfield: $276K
Fish Library: $30K

Parking Parking enforcement officer 
enforces time limits in certain 
areas of village
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Local Government Handbook
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